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IMMEDIATELY

UM PROFESSOR RECEIVES
$57,020 RESEARCH GRANT

MISSOULA---Dr

Robert R. Zimmerman, professor of psychology at the^ University of Montana
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at Missoula, has received a fivo y ^ x ^ s e r r c K grant of $g7,0?ft~Trom the National
Institute of Child Health and Human Development.
The grant, which became effective June 1, 1970, will be used by Dr. Zimmerman to
continue his study of the effect of malnutrition in infancy on the social development
of the rhesus monkey.
Dr. Zimmerman, in his preliminary research at the renovated Fort Missoula cellblock, has studied the effect of low and high protein diets on infant monkeys.

He

has shown the low-protein monkeys to exhibit abnormal social and sexual behavior,
with an almost complete loss of curiosity.
The grant, which is awarded through the University of Montana Foundation, will
allow expansion of the Fort Missoula breeding colony so that infant monkeys can be
delivered and reared by their mothers until 90 days of age.

At that time, the monkeys will be weaned to high protein diets aRd then divided
into four groups; those on high protein

diets with either extensive or limited social

experience and those on low protein diets with either extensive or limited social
experience.
(more)
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Besides his interest in the effects of malnutrition on social behavior, Dr.
Zimmerman is also concerned with how to readjust undernourished animals.

Therefore,

all the monkeys will be replaced on high protein diets at age 14 months and receive
extensive social experience for the next 10 months.
If at the end of this time, some animals have behavioral difficulties, they will
be regrouped to provide them with maximum onportunity to develon normal social behavior.
Dr. Zimmerman will provide extensive social experience by having the monkeys
live in group situations.

Limited experience will be obtained by caging animals

singly, with very limited group contact.

Observers then will study the animals for

various forms of social behavior such as aggression, submission, curiosity and sexual
behavior.
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